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INTRODUCTION BY CO-CHAIRS OF  
THE TRUSTEE BOARD 

Reflecting on the previous season, we have seen a lot of 

activity on and off the pitch, with many successes and many 

learning experiences from which the club and charity can 

carry a lot of positivity forward. 

This is the first year we have had Co-Chairs of the charity 

at the helm, and the working relationship has proved to be 

extremely good from many perspectives. 

We have been able to move things along, rebound ideas, 

take joint decisions and share the load. Whilst the 

committee structures introduced to lessen the burden on 

the Chairperson havenôt taken off as much as hoped, the 

sharing of the Chair responsibilities has indeed been 

positive. 

We will let Dave McGovarin, the club Chief Exec, outline 

the football successes over the past season and allow you 

to read the great updates provided in this report from 

across the club and charity.  

A special thanks to Dave for all his hard work this year in leading on the 

Football side of the operations. 

For us, we also have to thank those that have helped us achieve many of our 

long-term goals this season, especially all the Trustees who have again 

worked tirelessly in pulling together the very involved and comprehensive 

grant application for the Football Foundation main grant. 

And wow what a celebration night in that respect, with Peter Still, one of our 

Trustees, rocking the place down with his band ñEtcetraò. And the hugely 

talented ñThe Shuttersò, a group formed by members of our U12/U13 football 

team, who were the warm up act. It was a great night ï one that will be 

remembered well into the future. 

Special thanks to Terry Whyte, David Green and Phil Barton for helping lead 

us through some of the technicalities throughout the process of the grant 

application and subsequent meetings. Chris Wareing needs a special 

mention for the work on the gift aid as well as his financial acumen when 

dealing with officialdom around aspects of taxation. 

It has also been a privilege this year to work alongside Vanessa Oakes who 

not only has led our Pan Disability section but also has worked diligently in 

getting our policies up to date and has done an exceptional job in pulling in a 
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lot of grant funding for use across the club. 

Two other quick mentions for their enormous contribution this year namely 

Dean Gonsalves who has once again been a phenomenal asset to the club, 

and Gavin Walker who as a first team player and Trustee has also been part 

of the nature reserve team with both us Co-Chairs and Terry Whyte. 

Finally we have to say a massive, massive thank you to the Football 

Foundation and ISG for all the work on the new ground which will see us in a 

great position for many years to come, AND to all the players coaches carers 

and parents who help make this a very special club to be part of. 

Our hope now is that some if not many of you not involved already will come 

on board and help steer this great charitable organisation and sports club into 

the future now that we have a place we can finally call our own. 

 

Tim Elgar & Richard Miller 
Co-Chairs of Trustees - September 2023 

 
 

Club Celebration Night, 24 February 2023:  
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE REPORT 

The season began with 17 teams comprising 15 youth teams, our menôs 

1st team and our ladiesô team playing in five different leagues. In 

addition, Tankerton Wildcats continued, which gave girls aged 5 to 11 

years the chance to play football plus the club ran weekly development 

training sessions for players aged 5 to 7 in conjunction with Whitstable 

Town Youth. Once again, we ran the weekly football sessions for Pan 

Disabled young adults, and the Kicks 4 Kids Pan Disability sessions for 

children aged 5-16 meant the club provided 300 players with football with 

an age range of 5 to 40+. 

On the playing side, I am pleased to report the following successes on 

the field: 

Faversham & District Youth League Teams 

U10ôs  

¶ Had a solid season with success in a couple of the league festivals. 

U10 Colts 

¶ Completed their first full season and achieved their first ever win. 

¶ The club are so pleased to see numbers growing in the age group and the 

coaches working together to ensure players are playing at the correct level as 

they develop as footballers. 

U11s  

¶ Had a strong season only losing two games. Next season they will see the 

rewards as their results will be published so maybe some silverware will come 

their way.   

U12ôs 

¶ The Lions were runners up in Division 2 before Christmas and held their own in 

Division 1 in the new year. 

¶ The Tigers were runners up in Division 3 in the second half of the season and 

won the Plate Cup competition in May. 

U13ôs 

¶ In the second half of the season, they won 3 cup games and 7 straight league 

matches, resulting in them reaching the cup final where they narrowly lost and 

being crowned champions of Division 1. 

 

Kent Girls & Ladies League 

U12ôs 

¶ Having completed their first ever season, not only did they finish second in both 

of their leagues in the season either side of Christmas, the team also won the 

fair play award for all the teams in Kent in their age group. 
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U18ôs 

¶ Having won Division 2 last season, the team played in Division 1 this season 

and finished an excellent 5th out of the 12 teams in the top division. They also 

had a successful cup campaign, being narrowly beaten in the semi-final to the 

eventual winners. 

¶ In addition, one of their number, Daisy Redford, won the best player award as 

well voted by other teams in the league! As a club we are so proud of her and 

indeed the whole team. 

 

East Kent Youth League Teams 

U14ôs 

¶ An excellent season once again, reaching the semi-finals in the League Cup 

and after a long league campaign of 18 games that successfully culminated in 

them finishing runners up. 

U16ôs 

¶ Once again, a brilliant season finishing 3rd in Division 2 out of 13 teams, 

meaning they played an incredible 24 league games, as well as reaching the 

quarter finals of the League Cup. 

 

Seniors 

¶ The Colts had a steady season in Division 2  

¶ Our division 1 Seniors finished 7th.  

 

Menôs First Team  

¶ Following their success in the previous season our Menôs first team, against 

their will were promoted into Div 2 of the Kent County League, which was a very 

strong division of 12 teams. Their concerns were well founded and hopefully 

they will find themselves back in Division 3 next season. It was so good to see 

so many players that have come through the youth section of the club playing 

in the first team.  

 

Ladies team 

¶ Again saw a steady increase in numbers and success in the Futsal league. 

 

It continues to be good to see so many young people, and more mature players, enjoying 

their football. This is only made possible by the time, dedication, commitment and 

enthusiasm given by our 50 or more volunteer coaches/managers/assistant coaches, 

team administrators and hard-working committee members and trustees, plus the 

generosity of the clubôs numerous sponsors. On behalf of all the players my heartfelt 

thanks go to all those who give up their time and money to make this possible. 
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The clubôs annual Presentation/Fun Day in July was well attended by teams, supporters, 

trustees and sponsors. As well as all players receiving a squad trophy and individual player 

achievement awards the following club awards were also presented: 

¶ Chairmanôs Award ï Presented to Ricky Martin, Seniorôs coach for his 

outstanding contribution to the club over the past 12 years, not only coaching a 

team all the way through the age groups, but also for all the additional work he 

has done behind the scenes at the club. 

¶ Coach of the Year ï Presented to the Under 13 coaching team of Steve Alton, 

Dan Piper, and Dan Nevill to recognise an excellent season on the playing field.  

¶ Adam Bowey Special Recognition ï Presented to the Under 12 Girls team and 

coaching staff to recognise a truly fantastic season, which has seen a fantastic 

growth in numbers as well as recognising their success on the field, playing and 

behaving in the right way that epitomising everything Tankerton F.C as a 

football club stands for. 

As the clubôs Chief Executive, I would like to take the opportunity to thank everyone who 

has contributed to make Tankerton Football Club the success that it continues to be, and 

to wish all teams the best of luck for the 2023-24 season. 

 

D. McGovarin 
Chief Executive, September 2023 
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END OF SEASON FUND DAY & TROPHIES 
PRESENTATION 2023 

 

The club held its annual, end-of-season Fun Day at Seaview on Sunday 2nd July, which 

included the presentation of trophies to team members and to coaches and other volunteer 

helpers. 

The club Chief Executive, Dave McGovarin, welcomed everyone to the Fun Day and 

thanked everyone for their continued support of the club, saying how good it was to see 

so many of those connected with the club in attendance. 

Dave went on to express his thanks to: 

× The clubôs Trustees, who are all volunteers, for their time and the support and 

challenge they provide to the club Committee. Additional thanks were given for the 

Trusteesô tireless pursuit and resilience in the clubôs endeavours to develop the land 

on the Whitstable to Herne Bay Road. 

× All the players, parents and carers for continuing to make the club the success that 

it is. 

× All the coaches, managers and assistants who give up their time to provide a fun 

environment for players to thrive and develop. 

× The clubôs numerous sponsors who pay for all of the playing kits and whose 

generosity really does make a difference to the local community. 

× The members of the Executive Committee ï Ricky Martin, Garry Tremain, Sam 

Petre, Dean Gonsalves, Phil Barton and Terry Whyte ï for all the unpaid hours they 

give up in supporting the Chief Executive in ensuring the club continues to exist and 

runs smoothly and compliantly. 

× The clubôs photographer, Iggy Tapsell, who also arranges referees for our home 

games and coordinates with opposition clubs for games played on Sundays. 

× Terry Whyte who is the man solely responsible for maintaining the pitches in their 

excellent condition, especially given it has been a particularly challenging season 

with so much wet weather. 

× All of the volunteers on the gate and on the stalls at the Fun Day, including a number 

of the clubôs Trustees. 
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Award  Winners  

Chairmanõs Special  Award:  RICKY MARTIN  

Ricky Martin, Seniors Coach, for outstanding contribution to the club over the past 12 years 
 

 
 

Coach (es)  of the Year Award  

Under 13 Coaching team of Steve Alton, Dan Piper and Dan Nevill, for an excellent season 
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Adam  Bowey  Special  Recognition  Award  

Under 12s Girls team and Coaching staff, for a truly fantastic season 
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OUR PAN-DISABILITY TEAMS 

TFC is passionate about making football as inclusive and accessible to all, regardless of 

ability or impairment. The club focuses on reducing barriers to participation and inspiring 

those with disabilities to be more active and less socially isolated through football. 

Adults pan disability team update: 

With coaching from Inclusive Sport 

CIC, the pan-disability adults team 

has continued to train at The Belmont 

and thanks Whitstable Town FC for 

this opportunity. The team enjoyed a 

friendly match against WTFC 

Academy, which afforded both sides 

an enjoyable and valuable 

experience. 

The team is thrilled and excited to 

have entered the Kent Disability 

League this year and will play its first 

match in September at The Abbey 

School. 

Coaches have undertaken training in 

sensory football, delivered by the 

charity Sense. This enhances our 

existing offer and ensures that those 

with profound and complex disabilities 

are engaged and enjoy a meaningful 

sporting opportunity.   

Childrenôs pan disability team update: 

Numbers continue to increase at the 

weekly after school sessions, which 

are held at The Whitstable School. A 

total of 25 children are now registered. 

The sensory part of each session has 

proved invaluable to participants with 

complex disabilities, who are typically 

unable to access drills and games. A 

creative, flexible, person-centred 

approach supports each individual in 

achieving a rounded football 

experience.  
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SOME OF THE TFC TEAMS 

Under 10s:  

 

Under 10s Colts:  
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Under 11s:  

 
 

Under 12s Girls:  

 
 

  



Registered Charity Number: 1154570  Page | 14 
 

Under 12s Lions:  

 
 

Under 12s Tigers:  
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Under 13s Tigers:  

 
 

Under 14s:  
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SOME OF OUR SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS THIS YEAR 
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LADIES TEAM (ñFEMALES WHO FOOTBALLò) 
 
 

The success of the England Women's team has had a huge impact on Women's football and 
is attracting women to get involved or return to club and recreational football. Consequently, 
the Tankerton Women's team has grown significantly in numbers and gone from strength to 
strength in season 2022-23. 

 

The team entered into the Canterbury Futsal League for the 3rd season and this was by far 
their best season to date, winning 7 out of 8 games, finishing 2nd in the league on goal 
difference. 

 

Over the summer the team entered the Anchorianôs Tournament in Gillingham, making it 
through to the Plate Competition. 

 

The ladies are look forward to the coming season to continue to build on their successes and 
bringing more women into the game by adding to their numbers. 
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TANKERTON FC YOUTH COUNCIL 
 

The next few years are an exciting time for Tankerton Football Club, as it 

expands and delivers on the new pitches and facilities development. This comes 

hand - in - hand with the opportunity of becoming a member of our newly re -

formed, re - energised Youth Coun cil and lead on initiatives that benefit the 

young players at TFC.  

 

Please get in touch if you are between 13 and 21 years old and would like to be 

involved, with a view to influencing change and decision making within the club. 

Players will be asked to feedback observations, ideas and improvements from 

their perspective t o The Executive Committee.  

 

Through producing newsletters, volunteering and training, this is a great 

opportunity to enhance a CV or support applications to study various sports 

subjects at colleges and universities. Many previous youth committee members 

have gained the skills and co nfidence to successfully pursue careers in sports 

coaching and administration. For example in sports media with a Premier league 

club, working for clubs in the English Football League, County and National FA Ωs 

and major sports related PR work.  

 

For further information, please contact vanessajoakes@gmail.com  
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NEW GROUND REPORT 
 

After ten years of hard work and setbacks, work has finally commenced in a very noticeable 
way on the new ground. People will have seen the site on the b road between Herne Bay 
and Whitstable finally taking shape, the club having finalised the third lease from the council, 
and having secured a whopping Ã666k grant from the football foundation. Itôs a big task and 
will take many more months to complete. 

 

 

 

AgriPower have been contracted to carry out the pitch work following a large tendering 
exercise carried out by TGMS The Sports Surface Consultancy, who are overseeing that part 
of the project for us.  
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The work is expected to be completed in 2024 and ready for use in the season 24/25. The 
site has already meticulously been cleared of reptiles and amphibians (under a protected 
species licence from Natural England) and the vegetation cut to the ground after this yearôs 
bird-nesting season. Following spray off of the vegetation there will be a temporary access 
installed to take heavy machinery for much of the main work to start. This will involve 
stripping back the top soil and root layer along with sorting and sifting the existing soil and 
adding improved topsoil. The process of cutting and filling the inclines to achieve level 
surfaces will take place over the coming months along with sub surface drainage and 
seeding. Timing is all is dependent upon the weather being favourable. 
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As part of the planning requirements, we have engaged Canterbury Archaeological Trust to 
have a ñwatching briefò overview of all this work. 

 

The contractors will officially handover the pitches to us when TGMS are satisfied that 
everything has been done to the requisite standard and meets the Football Foundation and 
FAs specifications, which were set out in the original tendering process. 

 

We have also been tremendously supported in the progress we have made over the past 12 
months by ISG who have helped investigate the existing drainage issue on the bend near the 
industrial estate and help design and get cleared by planning an entirely new drainage 
scheme  for that corner which will take into account extra run off from the field and from the 
entrance way, road and parking facilities which they have also helped in designing. 

 

There will be a new footpath to the industrial estate, where a temporary building donated by 
ISG will be in use for changing and toilet facilities. 

 

The infrastructure for a new clubhouse will be put in place and the next focus will be getting 
something in place that befits the club and charity and is another asset for the local 
community. 

 

Itôs been a long slog and we have appreciated more than ever the loyalty of those that have 
stayed with Tankerton FC over this period, and supported the project with fund raising 
activities and attending events in aid of the new ground. This will be a fantastic facility, one of 
the best in the area, for use by many generations to come. 

 

 

The club would like to thank ISG and the Football Foundation who operate on behalf of the 
Premier League, the FA, Sport England, and the Department of Culture, Media and Sport, 
who have both put a lot of work in on the clubs behalf to enable the club to take immense 
steps forward with the project this year. 

 




























